RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
of the man who refused to accept money when he could earn it some way or another himself. The scholarship system seems contrary to the American spirit. Up to the time when he made these proposals Wilson's success at Princeton had been unprecedented. He was liked by many and admired by all. He had the ear of the Trustees, who appointed a Committee to consider his scheme and report to them. They reported in favour of the scheme, and in June 1907 all but one of the Trustees voted for accepting the Report. It was not long, however, before opposition arose. This came chiefly from the older Princeton men who had been members of the Clubs. This was only natural; the Clubs were the places where they had made their most intimate friends ; their most vivid and pleasant recollections of Princeton were associated with them. Of their attachment to and interest in Princeton there could be no doubt. They had found the funds for many beautiful buildings, and year after year had made up the deficit between income and expenditure.
There was at this time another question before the University which made the situation still more difficult. Dean "West, a man much beloved by many old Princeton men, had started, some time before, the idea of having a residential College at Princeton for graduates who were engaged in study or research. The President favoured this idea, but thought it essential for the unity of the University that this College should be on the campus close to the other University buildings. Dean West was untiring in his efforts to raise funds for this College and a bequest of $ 500,000 was received on the condition that the College should not be on the campus. The President's influence at this time was so great that this bequest was refused.